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and what grade you are in, because I
am always curious and interested in
young people. I think that young peo-
ple are indeed our most valuable pos-
sessions and as a nation we have an ob-
ligation to try to make opportunities
for young people because that will
guarantee that this great Nation will
continue to be great.

I started my career as a school-
teacher. I was a secondary school-
teacher in the city of Newark. Many of
the young people there did not have
many opportunities. I brought them to
the local YMCA and they were able to
have opportunities at the local YMCA
in Newark. They became involved in a
program called Youth in Government,
where they were able to become mock
legislators, and they would go to the
statehouse to be legislators during a
period of time where they would learn
legislation. So you have had that op-
portunity to really be here to see how
legislation is crafted and created.

Your work is so important. When you
go back, I think you have to be dip-
lomats. You have to talk to your col-
leagues and tell them about your op-
portunities, and you have to encourage
them to become interested in govern-
ment. You know, young people are not
as interested in our elective process as
they ought to be, and I think you have
a responsibility now, an obligation, to
go back and tell young people when
they become 18 that they should reg-
ister to vote; that we need to have peo-
ple participating in the electoral sys-
tem to make it strong and to make it
good.

So you have an obligation that goes
forth from this place and this time to
tell them, the cynics, that they have to
get involved, that if they dislike what
is going on, they have to change it.

b 1915
Senior citizens vote. That is why we

have so much senior citizens, housing.
Have you heard of any young people’s
housing lately? No. Well, we have got
to get young people involved. We have
to get them participating.

So I am just here, like I said, to con-
gratulate all of the pages. I, too, will
have the opportunity to have my first
page that will be coming in on Sunday,
Andre, from the town of Irvington; and
I feel very, very excited about it. Our
Page Board selected him, and I really
have not met him yet. I am going to
meet him on Saturday and his family
before he comes down. So I am just as
excited, I think, as he is. It is a tre-
mendous program. Keep up the good
work.

Just one other thing. There is an in-
teresting thing that happened in my
district. Three little boys, 9, 10 and 11,
found $500 in Newark, cash. But they
also found the name of the person with
this $500, and what these boys did was
to go to a lady in the neighborhood and
said, ‘‘We found this $500,’’ it was about
a week ago, and they said that it
should be returned to the person.

When we found out about it, we found
out that none of these three boys ever

owned a bike, none of them had ever
been to a summer camp, they lived in
public housing, and they lived in very
impoverished situations, lived with rel-
atives, grandparents. But for them to
say that this did not belong to them
and to try to find the person that it be-
longed to, and actually these little
boys, and it just happened a week ago,
were ridiculed by some of the kids in
the neighborhood. How stupid it was,
they said, for them to give back $500
that they found, that they should try
to get it back to the person who lost it
and that they do not even own a bicy-
cle.

I do not know, but they probably got
about five bicycles each by now be-
cause the community came out. They
are going to go to camp for the first
time in their lives. They are going to
go there with all nice new clothes on
because we want to make sure all of
that happens.

So I just say that to say that the fu-
ture belongs to those who prepare for
it. Our Nation, I believe, is in good
hands because of people like you. You
have to go back to your neighborhoods
and convert others to being just like
you.

Mrs. FOWLER. On behalf of all of the
Members of the House, we want to
thank the pages for their service and
wish them well in their future endeav-
ors.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I
wanted to take a moment from our legislative
business to recognize and commemorate the
end of a tour of duty for our 1996–97 House
pages. This year, 61 young men and women
from across America took time away from their
families and friends to come to Washington
and perform a time-honored public service.

The tasks of a House page are not always
glamorous, but are nonetheless necessary
and valuable. They serve as messengers and
aides. They learn about the workings of Gov-
ernment and observe history being made. In
fact, I believe some of my colleagues in this
House once had the honor of serving in the
page program.

I wish I could take the time to name all of
our pages, but allow me to at least make men-
tion of those in our Michigan delegation: Ryan
Hemker, Virginia Cloutier, Antonia Henry, Paul
Soderberg, and Aric Nesbitt.

I have had the privilege of sponsoring one
of these fine pages: Ryan Hemker of
Coldwater, MI. Ryan, a top student at Quincy
High School, has demonstrated all of the char-
acteristics we have come to expect from our
pages. He is industrious, intelligent, and a true
leader in the page program. It was my privi-
lege to have the opportunity to get to know
him and the other pages in this year’s pro-
gram.

Now, as their term as pages comes to a
close, I wanted to salute these young people
for their efforts, their dedication, and their en-
thusiasm to serve the Members of this, the
people’s House. I am confident that their con-
tributions here will be long remembered and
that they will distinguish themselves in their
communities just as they have here in Wash-
ington.

To all of our pages, I offer my best wishes
and thanks.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 1469) an act mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for recovery from natural disas-
ters, and for overseas peacekeeping ef-
forts, including those in Bosnia, for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1997,
and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ment of the Senate to the resolution
(H. Con. Res. 84) a concurrent resolu-
tion establishing the congressional
budget for the U.S. Government for fis-
cal year 1998 and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002.

f

HOUR OF MEETING ON SATURDAY,
JUNE 7, 1997

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Friday, June 6, 1997,
that it adjourn to meet at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, June 7, 1997.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Califor-
nia?

There was no objection.

f

ADJOURNMENT FROM SATURDAY,
JUNE 7, 1997, TO TUESDAY, JUNE
10, 1997

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Saturday, June 7,
1997, it adjourn to meet at 10:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, June 10, 1997, for morning
hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

f

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.
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